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learn that when the serpents were killed, Melampus was not
in his own house but was staying with a friend, and that the
killing of the serpents (or serpent) was the doing of his friend
and not of Melampus, who, on the other hand, piously
burned the serpent's body and reared its young. Thus the
burning of the serpents in Apollodorus must have been, not
a mark of contempt, but a solemn funeral rite ; and so the
benefit which the young snakes afterwards conferred on
Melampus may have been meant as a return quite as much
for the respect he had shown to their parents as for the lives
they themselves owed to him. Helenus and Cassandra
acquired their prophetic power in like manner. As children
they were left overnight in the temple of Apollo, and in the
morning serpents were found licking their ears.1 Porphyry
says that perhaps we and all men might understand the
language of all the animals if a serpent had washed our ears.2
Tiresias received a knowledge of the language of birds from
Athene, who cleansed his ears ;3 and when we remember
how closely Athene was associated with the serpent,4 we
can hardly be rash in including Tiresias among the serpent-
taught seers, or rather hearers. The sacred snakes in the
temple of Athene 6 may very well have done for Tiresias what
the snakes did for Helenus and Cassandra in the temple of
Apollo. This application of serpents to the ears seems to
be exclusively classical; at least I have found no example of
it outside of Greek and Latin literature.6 The reason why
soothsayers are supposed to be specially acquainted with the
language of birds is that omens are very commonly taken
1 Schol. on Euripides, Hecuba, 86;         s Besides Baehr, loc. cit,, see K. Bot-
Schol.   on   Homer,   Iliad,   vii.   44;     ticlier, Die  Tektonik der Hellenen?
Tzetzes,   Schol.   in   Lycophr.   i.   p.     p. 389.
266 sg.j ed. Miiller.   It is implied in
these passages that there were serpents         6 At  Woburn  Abbey  there  is  a
in the temple of Apollo.   For another     Greek marble relief representing two
example of sacred snakes in a sane-     ears with a serpent at each, the head
tuary of Apollo, see Aelian, De natura     of each serpent resting just  above
anitnal-ium, xi. 2.    The   soothsayer     the top of each ear.     The inscrip-
lamus was a son of Apollo and in his     tion is mutilated, the only word to
youth two snakes fed him with honey     be  made  out  with  certainty   being
(Pindar, Ofymp. vi. 45).                .         ETXA.PISTHPION.     The   tablet   is
8 Porphyry, De abst. iii. 4.                   probably a thank-offering for the cure
8 Apollodorus, iii. 6. 7.                        of some defect of the ears.   Se&Arckd-
* See J. C. F. Baehr on Herodotus,     ologische Zeitung, 1864, plate facing
vii. 41.                                                   p. 211.